


Sunnhordlandsbygdene har levt sterkt med i sogehen-
dingane fram gjennom tidene. Mec har grunn til a tru at her
var sterkt liv og livleg ferdsle alt i vikingtidi. Den mektige
hovdingen Horda-Kire budde visst her — kanskje i Karevik
pa Stord, naeraste grannen til kjempeverftet pa Kjotteinen;
s4 hadde verftet vore noko eldre enn det er, kunnc han ha
} h d storste vikingskip hja grannen! Det
hadde vel vore mindre von om at han hadde funne seg til
rettes med den sermerkte lukti fra Sildoljefabrikken tett ved,
Stord Marin Industri som det no heiter. Dei har clles
funne restar ctter eit ovstort vikingskipsnaust om lag der dei
no har lagt beddingen til dei storste skipi, sa det er god
grunn til 4 tru at det har vore skipsbygging for der pa staden.
Det er ikkje underleg at verftet har valt framstamnen av cit
vikingskip til firmamerke!

Og lite lenger nord, pa hamni til Leirvik, shovudstadens
i Sunnhordland, ligg skuleskip og duvar i sumarbrisen medan
i mengd smi scglbatar og motorsnekker er med og lagar liv
pa sjoen. Alle desse sund og vikar, oyar og holmar og skjer
ligg der og byd deg inn til ci vitjing ein solskinssundag med
solgangsbris. Vél ein & reisa til Fitjar, finn cin atter soge-
minne. Der var det kongsgard. Hakon den gode sat der da
Gunnhildssonene gjckk til atak pa han og Noreg. I slaget
mot dei fekk han banesar der ute.

Pa Moster budde den mektige hovdingen Toralv Mostra-

skjegg. Om han er det skrive at han var cin nar ven av guden
Tor og stod fore "Torshovet der. Toralv var mellom dei hov-

in many places offer f: bl diti with 1l
lime-charged soil. Agriculture has, with the rest, gradually
become modernized and hanized, and large up-to-d
dairies reccive the milk. Trecplanting on a grand scale has
Sunnhordland.

is, thus far, more limited — outside
tinned fish and uilding: but it may be expected to
develop rapidly, now that the various districts have been
supplied with electricity from the great power-station under
Blafalii (sthe blue fallss) on the Folgefonn peninsula. There
are very fair conditions for industry, both good harbours and
usefuls building-sites. There is on the whole an excellent
basis for a fruitful development of the various modern trades
and industries, — a fact which far-sighted men have grasped.
The rocks too harbour hidden riches. More than half a
century ago the Stordo Pyrites Comapany was founded, and
great amounts of pyrites have during these last fifty years
been shipped to various European countries.

Sunnhordland has plaved no inconsiderable part in the
history of Norway. There is reason to believe that there was
well developed social life and activity here as far back as the
Viking Age. The mighty chieftain Iorda-Kdre probably
resided in this part of the country, possibly at Karevik in
Stord, nearest nabour to the great ship-yard above mentioned.
So, if the latter had been somewhat older, the hardy Norse-
man might have contracted the world's largest viking-ship in
the closest vicinity. He would perhaps have got on less well
with the peculiar and penetrating odour from Stord Marin
Industri, the local herring-oil factory. There has, by the
way, been found traces of an extraordinarily big viking-ship
shed in very much the same place as the cradle for the largest




dingane som laut roma til Island, og vart cin av landnams-
mennene der, P4 Moster reiste Olav Tryggvason den fyrste
kyrkja i Noreg, og pa Mostratinget, som var sams for horder
og ryger, tok dei kristentrui. Og pa same staden lyste Olav
Harald: fyrste gong kri her i landet, ar 1024.

Tysnesoyi var sate for dyrkingi av guden Njord, og i
gamal tid heitte oyi Njardarlog. Eldgamle stadnamn tyder pa
at Tysnes i si tid var eit sentrum for gudsdyrking, serleg da
visst dyrking av groderikdomen. Vevatnet heiter framleis det
vatnet der dei lauga biletet av Njord (ve = heilagdom).

P innsida av oyi ligg Onarheim, motestaden for Onar-
heimsgildet. Der ligg og garden Hovland, som var swte for
Mowat-ztti. Aksel Mowat var i si tid den mektigaste jord-
drotten pa lang leid. Dansken Rosenkrantz gifte seg inn i den-
ne skotsk-norske wtti og fekk saleis jordegodset Hatteberg. Det
var kjernen i det baroniet — eit av dei fi i landet — som vart
grunnlagt der. Hovudbyg og parken stir framleis i
god stand. No er det Universitetet i Oslo som har hand
om det.

1 det heile finst det ei mengd stadnamn som tyder pi over-
lag tidleg busetnad mange stader i Sunnhordland. Huglo er
eitt av desse namni. I bitbryggja pa Nord-Huglo fann dei

for ikkje si lenge sidan ein stor runestein — med denne
innskrifti: ck gudija ungandir i h..
gand ikkje bit pa, i H(ugl)”)

1 Kvinnherads-bygdene, t. d. pa Mchl og /Enes, hadde
mektige stormannsatter sine sete. Fram gjennom heile mel-

. (»eg goden, som

ships now stands; there is thus good reason to believe that
there has been ship-building here before. Not inappropriately
have the present ship-builders chosen the prow of a viking-
ship as their trade mark.

A litele farther north, in the harbour of Leirvik, the capital
of Sunnhordland, a training-ship lies ready to start, with a
number of small sailings-boats and motor-boats contributing
to stir the waters. All these sounds and crecks, islands, holms
and skerries lie there, inviting you to a visit on a sunny sum-
mer day with a light breeze. If one should choose to look in
at Fitjar, one will again find a relic from saga-times: a king's
residence. Hdkon the Good resided there, when the sons of
Gunnhild attacked the country. He was killed in the battle
there.

On the isle of Moster dwelt the mighty chieftain Thorale
Mostraskjegg. He was a great worshipper of the god Thor
and presided over Thor’s sanctuary. Thoralv was among the
chiefs who vere forced to flee to Iccland and became onc of
the scttlers there. In Moster Olav Tryggrason built the first
church in Norway (the small stone-built church still there
is supposed to have been built a century later, about 1100
A.D.). At the Mostra thing or assembly, where the men from
Hordaland and Rogaland met, the Christian faith was adop-
ted, and in the same place King Olav Haraldsson first pro-
claimed the Christian law in this country, in the year 1024.

Tysnes was the scat of the cult of the god Njord, and the
island was from of old called Njardarlog (Njord’s domain).
Ancient place-names point to Tysnes having been a centre
of worship particularly of the powers of fertility. Vevatnet
(the sacred lake) is still the name of the lake where the image
of Njord was bathed.



lomalderen og lenger var det ¢i mengd lagadels-zetter i Sunn-
hordland, med gardar spreidde ut over bygdene her.

Sunnhordland har &g fostra ein konge : Magnus Erlings-
son, dotterson til Sigurd Jorsalfar og son til Erling Skakke.
Han hadde Studla i Etne til hovudsaete og var i si tid kanskje
den mektigaste hovding i landet. Han var son til Kyrpinga-
orm, som haddc tilnamnet sitt etter Kyrping i Akrafjorden.

Erling Skakke var det som bygde Halsnoy Kloster i ari
1164-68, cit av dei storste kloster i landet og det fyrste som
hadde hospital. Der sokte m. a. drottseten Ogmund Finnson
inn og doydde der i 1388,

Det cr heller lang tid no sidan dette klosterhospitalet var
i drift. I dag har me Valen Sjukehus for sinnslidand

cit av

On the cast side of the island is situated Onarheim, the
meeting-place of the Onarheim guild. There lies the farm
of Hovland, which was the seat of the Mowat family. Aksel
Mowat was the wealthiest land-owner far and wide of his
own time. The Dane Rosenkrantz married into this Norse-
Scottish family and thus came into possession of the Hatteberg
estate, which was the core of the baronetcy — one of the very
few in the country — which was founded here. The main
building and the park are still well preserved. The property
has been conferred to the University of Oslo.

“There are, on the whole, a great number of place-names
that point to a very carly settlement in many parts of Sunn-
hordland. Huglo in one of these. In the jetty at Nord-Huglo
there was, not very long ago, discovered a rune-stone with

dei storste 1 landet i sitt slag. Det var opna i 1910. Oppi fure-
skogen ovanfor Leirvik pid Stord ligg den kjende Furuly
Helsehcim, som venteleg snart vert stomnen i eit nytt fylkes-
sjukchus.

Klosteret pa Halsnoy samla ctter kvart sa mykje jorde-
gods, at da det vart nedlagt ctter reformasjonen, vart jorde-
godset eit cige len, der mange mektige menn var lensherrar
fram gjennom tidene. No eig Sunnhordland Folkemuscum
og Sogelag hovudbygningen og den gamle hagen, og skal ta
hand om klosterruinanc.

Det var ctter maten lett & ferdast bygdene imellom i
Sunnhordland i gamal tid 6g. Den gongen var det — enda
meir enn no — baten og sjeen dei hadde 4 lita pa. Sjocn er
framleis viktigaste farvegen, og det store trafikk-selskapet

its inscription. Round about in Kvinnherad, e. g. at Mchl and
Znes, prominent families had their seats. All through the
Middle Ages and further on there were a considerable number
of the lower gentry with their manors scattered over these
parts of the country.

Sunnhordland has also fostered a king: Magnus Erlings-
son, the grandson of Sigurd Jorsalfari and the son of Erling
Skakke (swry-necke, from a wound). His main seat was
Studla in Etne, and he was probably the mighticst chieftain
of his time. He was the son of Kyrpinga Orm,nicknamed from
Kyrping in the Akrafjord. It was Erling Skakke who built
Halsnoy Kloster during the years 1164-68, one of the largest
monasterics in Norway and the first onc to be provided with
a hospital. There, among others, the king’s constable Ogmund
Finngson wok refuge and died, in 1388, — It is a long time
now since the hospital was in existence. There is now Valen
mental hospital, one of the largest of its kind in Norway.



Hard. Sunnhordlandiké D 1io ol

p har syt for
a halda nmbnndd oppe over sund og fjordar bule il Bergen
og soretter, med moderne, gode batar. Men etter kvart som
vegnettet har vorte utbygt, gir meir og meir av ferdsla over
pa vegane. Det same sclskapet held oppe vegtrafikken med
moderne materiell, sume stader aleine, andre stader i sam-
arbeid med lokale buss-selskap,

I gamal tid, da dei mest hadde sckseeringen a lita pa nar
dei skulle til byen (Bergen), tok det mange dagar i koma fram
og attende fra dei inste flordbygdene, og for femti ar sidan
tok det framleis eit doger kvar veg — jamvel med dampskip —
medan det no kan gjerast pa nokre timar.

Det har vorte lagleg og lett a bu og ferdast i Sunnhordland.

Knut Markhus,

It was opened in 1910, In the fir-woods above Leirvik in
Stord lies the well-known Furuly sanatorium, which form the
nucleus of a new county hospital,

The monastery at Halsnoy in the course of time collected
so much land that the estate at the Reformation was consti-
tuted 2 fief, of which many prominent men were lords. Sunn-
hordland museum and historical society now owns the main
building and the old garden, and are preserving the ruins
of the monastery.

Communications between the scttlements in Sunnhord-
land were fairly casy also in the old days. It was then, still
more than at present, boats that one had to rely on: Now also
most of the traffic goes by sea, and the Hardanger-Sunnhord-
land Si hip Company mai; the ion through
sounds and fjords hwards and with first-rat
modern boats. Still, the developing roads are gradually taking
over more and more of the transport. The company mentio-
ned, however, joins the road-traffic with modern vehicles, —
in some places alone, in others co-operating with local
coaching companics.

In the good old days when the six-oared boat (seksering)
was the usual means of communication with «byens, the town
(i.e. Bergen), it took several days to get to and fro from the
innermost fjord recesses, and only fifty years ago it still took
both a day and a night each way —— and that by steamer, —
a distance which is now-a-days cleared in a few hours.

It has indeed become both casy and plcmm to dwelland to
travel in Sunnhordland,




